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a platform of deep 
structural reforms 
that alter power rela-
tions, the solidarity 
economy can also 
point to wider eco-
nomic democracy 
and the bridge to a 
socialist future.

Building the Core
Our core communities – workplace, labor or-

ganization, neighborhood, senior center, school, 
cultural group – should be arenas to reach out to 
those looking for progressive change. Many new 
activists who joined the Obama movement are 
seeking ways to remain connected to progressive 
politics. Trade union activists continue to work to 
realize their goals advanced during the election. 
The growing army of unemployed is a new, potent 
force for change.

The many issues arising from the crisis of daily 
living can be linked into a coherent progressive 
platform pursued through a variety of organized 
local activities including people’s assemblies and 
other mass democratic forms. With an organized 
base, coalitions of organizations can be established 
around a common program. Within the progressive 
majority temporary alliances can form to support 
whatever group is in the forefront responding to a 
particular issue. 

The strategy of building the progressive major-
ity is based on the need to build the broadest unity 
to win concrete gains and to defeat the aggresive 
right wing. It is the basis for dialogue, joint action, 
and long-term cooperation between center and left. 
It is the way to defend and extend democracy into 
all political, economic, and social realms. 



28

History
Socialism is the extension and preservation of 

democracy in all realms of human activity, espe-
cially the economic arena. It is a political, social, 
economic, cultural, and ethical project: a struggle 
to transform power relations within a society domi-
nated by a tiny minority to benefit the overwhelm-
ing majority of working people. Socialism liberates 
human energy to pursue its creative potential.

Socialism has honorable roots in the nation’s 
history. Socialist aspirations and experiments pre-
date the Civil War. Efforts were launched to form 
cooperative communities built on shared labor, 
shared production, and a shared commitment to 
the common good. Many streams fed socialism 
in the United States from utopianism to Marxism. 
Marxists were active in the struggle to overthrow 
slavery.

A Vision of Socialism
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The populist movement that swept the Midwest 
and South in the late 19th century was not avowed-
ly socialist. But it advocated public ownership of 
banks and railroads as means to relieve farmers 
and workers of the burden of economic crises. 

The Socialist Party in the early twentieth century 
was a significant movement for public ownership of 
the means of production. In some states it gained 
widespread support and held many local public of-
fices. In the Great Depression of the 1930s, large 
numbers looked to the Communist Party. It played 
a leading role in organizing the Unemployed Coun-
cils and the CIO. Other left organizations joined in 
the struggle against the ravages of the crisis and 
for a vision of a transformed society shorn of the 
inhumanity of capitalism. 

Capitalism Today
Centuries ago, when the feudal mode of produc-

tion could no longer accommodate the revolutionary 
productive forces of rising capitalism, a social and 
political conflict ensued. The rising class of capital-
ists, whose interests were tied to the new mode of 
production, engaged in a conscious struggle sup-
ported by the new working class to overthrow the 
old feudal social order and its political power.

Today, capitalism is a mature system that is 
unable to utilize the powerful creative forces it has 
developed to serve human progress. As technologi-
cal developments increase the ability of the produc-
tive forces to meet all human needs, capitalism’s 
implacable quest for ever higher profits renders 
it unable to place these productive forces at the 
service of society. 

Fewer and fewer workers are needed to produce 
the necessities of life. This results in higher unem-
ployment instead of fewer hours of work. Production 
is increasingly socialized while the wealth created by 
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that production is privatized into fewer hands. That is 
the core contradiction of a system whose relations of 
production can no longer accommodate advances in 
its productive forces without impoverishing working 
people in growing numbers.

 
Need for Socialism

In the 2008 presidential election, Barack Obama 
was accused of wanting to “spread the wealth 
around” through moderate adjustments to restore 
some equity in tax policy. That hardly constitutes 
socialism. But it has aroused public interest and has 
widened the field for discussion of the concept. 

For many, the notion of “spreading the wealth 
around” sounds good when the top one percent 
in the United States gained $600 billion annually 
in income while the bottom eighty percent lost the 
same $600 billion from 1979 to 2008. This trans-
lates into an average gain of $500,000 for each 
person at the top and a loss of $8,000 for each of 
those at the bottom.  

Panel on left unity at CCDS 6th convention
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Guiding Principles
Socialism can not emerge from sentiment, 

ideology, or wish fulfillment. Socialism emerges 
because the working class, as it struggles around 
the crisis of everyday living comes to recognize 
socialism as a necessity.

History and contemporary reality do not yield 
a schematic blueprint for socialism. An analysis of 
experiences in social struggle, combined with a 
critique of objective circumstances, suggest some 
possible guiding principles for the transition to a 
socialist democracy.

Socialism’s fundamental building blocks are already 
present in US society. The means of production are 
fully developed and stagnating under the political 
domination of finance capital. The US labor force, 
for the most part, is highly skilled at all levels of 
production, management, marketing, and finance. 
There is a broadly enfranchised electorate, as 
well as kernels of socialist organization scattered 
across the landscape in cooperatives, socially 
organized human services, and centralized and 
widespread mass means of communication and 
supply/demand data management. Many earlier 
attempts at socialism lacked these advantages.

Socialism is a democratic political system wherein the 
interests and organizations of the working class and its 
allies have attained and hold the preponderance of politi-
cal power and play the leading role in society. It is still 
a class society, but in a protracted transition to a 
future classless society as exploiting class privileges 
are gradually abolished, and class distinctions gen-
erally decline. Because it will be a mixed economy, 
with both public and private ownership, socialism will 
have classes, including some capitalists, for some 
time. There will still be a need for entrepreneurial 
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startups, both as worker cooperatives and as pri-
vate firms serving the common good.

Socialism at the base is a transitional economic system 
anchored in the mode of production brought into being 
by capitalist development over several centuries. 
While it will vary according to prevailing conditions 
at the time of transition, its economic system is 
necessarily mixed. It also makes use of markets, 
especially in goods and services, which are regu-
lated more rationally and consistently, especially 
regarding the environment. But capital markets and 
wage-labor markets can be sharply restricted and 
even abolished in due time. Markets are a function 
of scarcity, and all economies of any scale in a time 
of scarcity have them. If needed, a stock market can 
still exist for remaining publicly traded firms and in-
vestments abroad, but will be strictly controlled. A 
stock transfer tax will be implemented. Gambling in 
derivatives will be outlawed. Fair trade agreements 
with other countries will be on a bilateral basis for 
mutual benefit.  In addition to regulated markets, 
socialism will also feature planning, especially 
where markets have failed. Planning will especially 
be required to face the challenges of uneven de-
velopment and harsh inequalities, as well as the 
challenge of moving to an energy system based 
on renewable green energy sources.

Socialism will be organized in public and worker owner-
ship of the main productive forces and natural resources. 
This can be achieved by various means: a) buying 
out major failing corporations at steep discount, 
then leasing them back to the unions and having 
the workers run them; b) workers directly taking 
ownership and control over failed and abandoned 
factories; c) eminent domain seizures of resources 
and factories, with compensation; d) public fund-
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ing for startups of worker-owned cooperative busi-
nesses. Socialism will also require public ownership 
of finance capital. Lease payments from publicly 
owned firms could go into a public investment fund, 
which would in turn lend money to community and 
worker owned banks and credit unions. 

Socialism will require democracy in the workplace of pub-
lic firms and encourage it in all places of work. Workers 
have the right to independent unions to protect their 
social and daily interests, in addition to their rights as 
worker-owners in the governance of their firms. 

Socialism will largely be gained by the class-conscious 
working class and its allies winning the battle for de-
mocracy in society at large, especially taking down 
the structures and backward laws of class, gen-
der, and racial privilege. An important first step is 
campaign finance reform to curb the influence of 
wealth in our electoral system. It will need a true 
multiparty system, with fusion voting, proportional 
representation, and instant runoff. All trends are 
guaranteed the right to speak, organize, petition, 
and stand for election.  These are the structural 
measures that can allow the majority of the people, 
especially the working class and its allies, to secure 
the political leadership of government and instru-
ments of the state by democratic means, barring 
sabotage by reactionary forces. 

Socialism will be a democratic political order with a rep-
resentative government and state power. The govern-
ment and state components of the current order 
connected to the old ruling class will have to be 
broken up and replaced with new ones that are 
transparent and serve the majority of the people. 
The US Constitution and Bill of Rights can remain 
the initial basic organizing principle for a socialist 



34

government and state. The democratic rights it 
has gained over the years will be protected and 
enhanced. The legal fiction that corporations are 
people will be eliminated. Government will also 
be needed to organize and finance social devel-
opment and environmental protection. Forces 
that try to overturn and reverse the new socialist 
government illegally will be broken up and brought 
to justice. Our society will need a state power for 
some time to come, even as its form changes. 
Still, government power has limits; the powers of 
any government necessarily will be restricted and 
subordinate to the universal and natural rights of 
all humankind. Attempts to ignore or reject these 
principles have severely harmed socialist govern-
ments and movements in the past.

Socialism will be a society in harmony with the natural 
environment. The nature of global climate change 
necessitates a high level of planning. We need to 
redesign communities, introduce healthier foods, 
and rebuild sustainable agriculture—all on a global 
scale with high design, but on a human scale with 
mass participation of communities in diverse locali-
ties. We need intelligent growth in quality and wider 
knowledge with a lighter environmental footprint. 
A socialism that simply reproduces the wasteful 
expansion of an earlier capitalism creates more 
problems than it solves.

Under socialism the government will serve as the 
employer-of-last-resort. Minimum living-wage jobs 
will be provided for all who want to work and ad-
equate security for those who cannot work.  So-
cialism is committed to genuine full employment.  
Every citizen will have a right to work. Under social-
ism the government would serve as the employer 
of last resort.
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Socialism  values 
equality, and will 
be a society of far 
greater equality of 
opportunity, and 
far less economic 
inequality. All citi-
zens and residents 
will have equitable 
access to a “uni-
versal toolbox” of 
paid-up free public Retiring National Co-chair 

Jim Campbell presents award to 
Committees of Correspondence for 

Democracy and Socialism leader 
Charlene Mitchell

education for all 
who want to learn, 
for as far as they 
want and are able 
to go; universal public pre-school care; a minimum 
income for all who create value, whether in a work-
place or social environment. Universal single-payer 
health care with retirement benefits at the level of a 
living wage is critical to start. Socialism would create 
the basis for positive and respectful relationships 
amongst diverse ethnic and racial groups. No nation 
can be free as long as it oppresses another.

Socialism is a society where religion can be freely prac-
ticed, or not, and no religion is given any special 
advantages over any other. As important theologists 
have long pointed out, a Marxist critique of capital-
ism with its vision of a classless society is compatible 
with both belief and non-belief in God.

The role of armed forces under socialism will be trans-
formed. Their mission will be to defend the people, 
secure their interests, and help in times of natural 
disasters. It will not be their task to expand mar-
kets abroad and defend the property abroad of 
the exploiting classes. Armed forces also include 
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local police, under community control, as well as 
a greatly reduced prison system, based on the 
principle of restorative justice. Non-violent conflict 
resolution and community-based rehabilitation will 
be encouraged.

Socialism is internationalism. It extends a hand of co-
operation to the rest of the world. It does not seek 
dominance over other nations. It seeks fair trade 
with others. It seeks to improve the conditions of 
working people the world over. It seeks to learn 
from the experiments in social justice and socialism 
proliferating around the world. At the same time, 
US socialism should have no dogmatic attachment 
to other models, but respects and expresses soli-
darity with all who are trying to build just, humane, 
and secure societies. 

A Renewed Vision
The world has moved beyond the 20th cen-

tury experiments in socialism. Those efforts went 
through uncharted territory under severe coercion 
from outside capitalist powers. In that context, the 
democratic soul of socialism was seriously under-
mined; the essential need for popular participation 
in building the system was largely unrealized, and 
economic advances were distorted by dogma.

We learn from those failures as we probe 
deeply into our own national history and traditions 
to create a vibrant and successful socialist vision. 
Most of all, socialism is the solution to the intrac-
table problems of an exhausted capitalism devoid 
of hope and increasingly unable to advance human 
development. 

CCDS considers educating and organizing to 
build the path to socialism to be the primary pur-
pose of our organization and all who wish to bring 
the human epoch into existence. 
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Legacy
The Committees of Correspondence for De-

mocracy and Socialism is a national organization, 
united by a common commitment to struggle for 
democracy and socialism. CCDS embodies the 
legacy of the great social movements for peace, 
freedom, and democracy led by the working class, 
and racially and nationally oppressed people. 
CCDS carries forward the courageous traditions 
of the democratic socialist and left leaders and 
activists of the USA. 

CCDS is a pluralist organization within the 
framework of working class partisanship embodied 
in Marxism. Our pluralism reflects a political culture 
in which people are joined in a common, profoundly 
humanistic project. This encompasses the creation 
of an atmosphere that elicits different views in 
substantive as well as supportive exchanges to 
advance our collective strength.

Principles 
We are governed by principles that empower 

our members to determine the policies, activities, 
and leadership of our organization. We strive for an 

CCDS: 
Its Outlook and Role
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organization that is multira-
cial, of all generations, and 
gender balanced, both in 
membership and in elected 
bodies. Every member of 
CCDS is entitled to full par-
ticipation in every aspect of 
the organization.

CCDS adheres to the 
principles of democracy 
and transparency, including 
full disclosure of all aspects 

CCDS National Co-chair 
Carl Bloice

of our organization and the decisions that we make. 
We welcome constructive criticism offered in the 
spirit of mutual respect. CCDS endeavors to cul-
tivate a deep commitment among its members to 
work collectively on common projects.

CCDS views the concrete struggles against the 
depredations of capital as the basis for the devel-
opment of class and socialist consciousness. The 
theoretical framework of dialectical and historical 
materialism that constitutes Marxism provides 
CCDS the scientific and philosophical basis for 
collective conscious development. 

We draw upon Marxism, not as “revealed truth” 
but as a guide to understanding the dynamics of 
historical development and change. It is a scientific 
tool to discover the essential societal relations and 
social forces that advance the struggle for democ-
racy and socialism.                                                                                                           

CCDS has no theoretical test for membership—
only a willingness to study, debate, act upon, and 
develop the principles of human liberation exempli-
fied by the theory and practical works of Marxists.

Science of Marxism
Our study embraces the many currents that 

have nourished Marxist thought over nearly two 
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centuries from Europe, to Asia, to Africa, and the 
Americas. It explores the meaning of Marx’s view 
of class struggle at the core of all history and the 
role of the working class as the essential agent 
of social transformation. It seeks to develop the 
struggle for equality drawing from the rich Marxist 
theory and practice developed in the movements 
for national liberation.

It seeks to understand Marx’s work in relation 
to the vast changes in science, technology, and the 
whole of human productive forces since his time. 
It explores the contradictions between modern ad-
vances in science and the fetters placed upon those 
advances by contemporary 

CCDS National Co-chair 
Renee Carter

capitalism. It examines the 
dialectical relationship be-
tween nature and society; 
how external circumstances 
impact consciousness and 
how consciousness, in turn, 
acts upon nature. 

CCDS seeks to promote 
a dialogue, a correspon-
dence, between genera-
tions. Marxism is not static; 
it is always evolving with changing times. It is un-
derstood and acted upon by different generations 
in different ways. The dialogue between genera-
tions is aimed at a productive synthesis between 
past and present. It aims to merge the experience 
of older generations with the fresh outlook of the 
young, forging a deeper understanding by all of 
how past history informs the present and provides 
a vision of a socialist future. 

CCDS seeks to understand and convey the 
history of all oppressed people as central to the 
struggle for the liberation of all. From that stand-
point we stress the inseparable relationship be-
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tween the struggles of all nationally oppressed 
people and the struggles of the working class for 
a new society. We have an unambiguous commit-
ment to the leadership of people of color and of 
women, acknowledging both the essential historic 
and current contributions of these groups to all 
major progressive achievements. 

Education
CCDS stresses the dialectical relationship 

between theory and practice in the spirit of Marx’s 
critique of preceding philosophers: “The philoso-
phers have only interpreted the world in various 
ways; the point is to change it.” 

In that spirit, CCDS advances an intercon-
nected program of socialist education and demo-
cratic action. As a socialist organization, we seek 
to engage in advanced theoretical and educational 
work to explore the road to socialism; we conduct 
research and policy development aimed at charting 
and amplifying public and workers’ ownership.  We 
study varying roads to socialism through discus-
sion and organized travel to countries charting their 
particular paths to transformation. We seek to bet-
ter understand and popularize socialism through 
study groups, forums, and media. 

At an historic moment filled with portents of 
change, our socialist education is an essential 
element of our program. Our Socialist Education 
Project is charged with developing web-based 
course outlines for study groups on a wide range 
of subjects relating to capitalism and socialism, 
to organize public forums, to participate in aca-
demic and movement conferences, to organize a 
speakers’ bureau, to develop popular programs 
through film and other media. In these endeavors 
we urge and welcome the full participation of our 
members. 
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Action
In the realm of democratic action, we engage in 

mass campaigns for peace, justice, and economic 
security. We work to promote the leadership of the 
working class in all struggles. At the core is our de-
termination to build and unite the progressive major-
ity. We seek to build mutual respect and cooperation 
among all progressive forces through mature, hon-
est, open relations, and through primary commit-
ment to the interests of the mass movements. 

In political struggle, CCDS works in both elec-
toral and non-electoral arenas, recognizing the 
dialectical connection between these spheres of 
activity. Thus, in advancing democratic action, 
CCDS favors a full range of tactics: electoral activ-
ity, lobbying, mass action, civil disobedience, picket 
lines, and strikes without mechanically favoring any 

CCDS National Co-chair 
Carl Davidson

CCDS National Co-chair 
Pat Fry

particular tactic, while always 
acting based on a scientific 
analysis of concrete condi-
tions. 

We advocate a realign-
ment of the nation’s politics, 
recognizing that the parties of 
the capitalist class cannot be 
agents of qualitative change. 
Such realignment can only be 
achieved through mass move-
ments and mass struggles. 
Socialists and progressives 
must participate fully in those 
currents—consulting, influ-
encing, organizing, working to 
change the electoral system 
to accommodate new parties, 
and forging relationships in-
side and outside the current 
two-party system.
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Political Independence
 We uphold the vision of a progressive political 

party independent of capital. Our present efforts in 
concrete struggles to build the progressive majority 
will inform and develop the path to the eventual 
form of that political independence. The successful 
establishment of such a party will be furthered by 
the experience of independent political formations 
as well as by joint actions with progressives in all 
areas of politics. In a historic realignment of the 
nation’s politics that will reflect the ascendance of 
the progressive majority, unity and cooperation of 
the broadest constellation of progressive forces 
is essential.

Dialogue
CCDS seeks to build cooperative relationships 

with other socialists and progressives, organized 
and unorganized. We seek our proper space on 
the political landscape by commitment to study, 
learning, and contributing to struggle based on 
developing socialist consciousness and Marxist 
theory. We strive to contribute a mature, principled, 
respectful voice to dialogue on the left. We seek 
to play an active role in effective movements to 
liberate the working class and its allies and to 
build a socialist future. We anticipate that future 
with confidence. 

Join Our Forum Online!
CCDS maintains an online forum for free and open discussion 
of political ideas. Debates over the features of 21st Century  
socialism, trade union strategy, electoral issues and the fight 
for universal public health care are among the featured topics. 
If you have a paper or position of your own to discuss, you can 
submit it. Open to nonmembers as well as members. Anyone 
can read the discussion, but to comment, you simply register 
online. Go to http://ccds-discussion.org/forum
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* Annual membership, including a subcription to the CCDS Mobilizer newsletter, 
is $36 ($18 for unemployed, seniors, youth, and others with low income; $42 for 
households).

A special invitation...
to join the Committees of Correspondence for Democracy 
and Socialism and help to build a progressive majority to 
defend and extend our democracy.

The CCDS is working with many others to end the war in Iraq, 
and advocate for a new global policy based on peaceful relations 
and mutual respect toward nations, nuclear disarmament, and 
a safe environment.

You can make a difference!
Join the CCDS and lend a hand with many others to fight for a 

progressive agenda in the streets, in union halls, neighborhoods 
and barrios, churches, synagogues and mosques, schools and 
workplaces.

Working together, we can halt the ruthless, racist, anti-
immigrant, anti-union corporate assault that has put profits and 
militarism above the needs of the majority of the people of our 
country and the world.

We call upon Congress to stop the war on Iraq, bring the 
troops home now, and transfer military spending to meet the 
pressing needs of people for affordable housing, quality public 
education, and a government-sponsored health care program 
for all.

Fill out and mail with your membership today.*
 Yes, I’d like to join the CCDS. 
Enclosed is my check for $ __________.
 I’d like a subcription to Dialogue & Initiative. 
Enclosed is my check for $10 ($5 for CCDS members).
 I know good causes need money. 
Here is my contribution of $_______.
Name ___________________________________________
Address _________________________________________
City ______________________ State _______ Zip _______
Phone______________________ Email ________________
Make check payable to Committees of Correspondence, and mail to: 
Committees of Correspondence, PO Box 437, New York, NY 10018-0008. 
Phone (212) 868-3733; Fax (212) 868-3334; Email: national@cc-ds.org
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